this way. Describing politics as ‘the art of the possible’, Whitlam queried, 
‘is it likely? ... Is Caucus going to embarrass a successful, positive 
Government? They are proud of it, they are part of it.” 

Whitlam’s optimism was sorely tested barely a day later with Wẹ 


immo At a press conference the day after his ministry’s swearing-in, he 
appeared restrained, even uncritical, emphasising the importance of 
continued peace negotiations. Two of the most prominent anti-war 
campaigners in his Cabinet—Tom Uren and Jim Cairns—privately 
condemned Whitlam’s response as weak and vacillating and made their 
own public pronouncements. Cairns called it ‘the most brutal, 
indiscriminating slaughter of defenceless men, women and children in 


